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This issue has a (slightly) watery feel as 
we approach the much anticipated SGD 
Conference, Splash! on 17 April (page 39). 
We also have a feature looking at the new 
‘wave’ of natural swimming pools (page 34), 
more pool than pond surprisingly – could 
it be that aesthetics are overriding purely 
environmental sentiments with our clients? 
It would be great to have your views on how 
big a part water plays in your clients’ lists 

of must-have features in these straightened times. And if  they are 
coming down on the side of green ethics above all, then perhaps 
Lauren Tyler’s plea for better marketing of ‘wild’ plants will strike a 
chord (Outside Edge, page 50).

As part of our 20th-Century Gardens series, we feature the 
garden of Mien Ruys (page 21), a unique example of one designer 
developing and realising ideas for, virtually, every decade of the 
century – 28 individual gardens in all – built around her parents’ 
Netherlands nursery. An amazing legacy and a vital place to visit for 
anyone interested in the development of 20th-century design.

Would it be useful to have another pair of (inexperienced) hands 
in your design office or on site? Would this notion be even more 
attractive if  that help were free? Two young designers offered 
themselves for ‘work experience’ and report their findings to Sarah 
Giles (On Course, page 41). Suitable candidates could be school 
leavers or mature returners, and join you for as little as a week, or 
an ‘internship’ of three months. It would be good to hear from other 
employers, students and graduates to find out more about how this 
could help our industry weather the recession. 
Jackie Bennett, Editor, gdj@jppublishing.co.uk
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