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WATER, AS WE ALL KNOW,
is a key element in garden
design, whether to create
movement, to provide sound
(soothing or energising), as
a surface for reflections, an
environment for aquatic
plants and wildlife or simply
as a resource for essential
watering of plants. In the poorest and most underdeveloped parts
of the world however, water is, literally, a lifeline. It's sobering to
realise that some 1.1 billion people still don’t have access to safe
water for drinking and 2.6 billion don’t have enough water for
washing and sanitation (www.wateraid.org.uk).

In the UK our water problems mainly affect the survival of the
plants in our gardens, though the severe, surface-water floods of
last summer hit thousands of homes, too. Both these concerns
are covered in a day of talks and workshops held at Capel Manor
College to mark World Water Day on 13 March. The Journal has
been invited to be Media Partner for the day and we are delighted
to support this event. It should provide information on the global
aspect, on the level of threat to gardens in the UK and ideas on
how to manage both shortages and floods, and how to use water
sustainably. There’s still time to get tickets for the event (see
Newsprint p11 for details) so | hope to see some of you there. If
you can’t make it, you will be able to read Mark Laurence, who
specialises in water gardens, exploring a range of sustainable
water options in our next issue.

Sustainability, when it comes to choosing what, where and how
you plant, is the theme of this year’s SGD spring conference in
London. If you're a regular attender, you'll know that SGD
conferences are well worth devoting a Saturday to. Guest
speakers inform, share thoughts, inspire and challenge our ideas
on gardens and garden design — Dan Pearson’s ramble along the
Gower peninsula, camera in hand, was a memorable example —
and there’s plenty of opportunity to network in the breaks
between talks, which is especially useful for designers who work
on their own. If you've never been before then you should
definitely free yourself up for Saturday, 26 April and give it a go.
Annie Gatti, Editor
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