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HOW WAS CHELSEA for you? Had it been a 
wrestling match, the commentator would 
have probably been saying “in the blue 
(cold) corner is Mister Ulf Nordfjell from 
Sweden… and in the red (hot) corner from 
Italy we have Mister Luciano Giubbilei! This 
year the honours went to the King of Cool 
himself – see why on page (18) – and it was 
almost a two-horse race. I saw high quality 
and craftsmanship, if not huge amounts 
of technological innovation in the Show 

Gardens and, like it or not, a definite lurch back to nostalgia in 
the Courtyard Gardens. 

As the razzmatazz subsides, we all go back to our day jobs. 
I would argue that the design world is as much about cooperation 
as competition, and the SGD’s conferences echo that – designers 
and experts coming together to share their knowledge. Over the 
years, the conferences have garnered the support of some big 
players on the international and British design scene (Ulf Nordfjell 
included) and we wanted to make space in the Journal to keep in 
touch with them. To get the ball rolling, this month Ed Snodgrass 
(Mr Green Roof himself) talks about the worries and challenges 
that are facing his business right now (page 43).    

Green issues continue to be uppermost in most people’s 
minds along with the economy. Gardens are now looked upon as 
sanctuaries – places in which people can relax and entertain. This 
month, part two of our Materials series addresses the increased 
desire for hard surfaces, the modern materials available and how 
best to source locally (page39). Here’s to a good summer. 
Jackie Bennett, Editor gdj@jppublishing.co.uk
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“In gardens, beauty is a byproduct. The main business is sex and death” Sam Llewelyn
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