
4 JOURNAL� w w w . s g d . o r g . u k 5

contents

U P  F R O N T

07  Tim Richardson
The style-conscious, garden-design 
client changes tack, or so it seems…

09  Newsprint
Kew raises its game, lottery funding 
takes a nosedive and Freemasonry  
gets ‘outed’ at the shows 

12  Letters & Diary
Tempers flare over conceptual gardens, 
the ‘de Thame’ debate continues. Plus 
events of interest for your diary…

R E G U L A R S

25  Plants in design
Pushing the boundaries with inspired 
planting for walls and fences 

28  Footprints
Why it would be crazy not to make  
your paving permeable

32  Best practice
Making the most of your images  
with digital processing software

42  Fresh thinking
Wyevale & The Landscape Centre’s 
seminar and Guerrilla Gardening  
 

contents

25

49

CONTENTS

SEPTEMBER 2008/issue 74/£6
ISSN: 1356-6458

Editor: Jackie Bennett
Art Editor: Will Slater
Project Manager: Diana Smith
Publisher: James Pembroke
Published by: James Pembroke 
Publishing, 90 Walcot Street,  
Bath BA1 5BG Tel: 01225 337777
Ad Manager: Charles Troy
Tel: 01225 337777
charlest@jppublishing.co.uk

Sub Editor: Jon Cook
Editorial Panel: Helen Billetop, 
James Alexander-Sinclair, Sarah Massey, 
Annabel Downs, Declan Buckley, 
Catherine Heatherington
Society of Garden Designers
Katepwa House, Ashfield Park Avenue,
Ross-on-Wye, Herefordshire HR9 5AX
www.sgd.org.uk
sgd@assocmanagement.co.uk

S H O W C A S E

16  Edge of reason  
Contemporary designs in the  
2008 Conceptual Garden category  
at Hampton Court make their point 
 

36  Gothenburg festival 
Inspired modern and naturalistic 
planting dominate this year’s  
Swedish garden extravaganza 

 

R EVI EWS & PR EVI EWS

44  Privately public 
Book your seats for the SGD’s  
Autumn Conference in October 

47  Books
Monty Don’s Around the World in  
80 Gardens and an English Heritage 
handbook on historic parks and gardens

48  On course
News from schools and colleges, 
including an exciting new competition  
for BBC Gardeners’ World Live! 

14

09

“Idiosyncratic actions are not 
enough. Future solutions to  
creating and maintaining 
meaningful and useful public 
spaces will have to evolve”

 
 

32

16

42

Front cover: Plant Spa by Mair Ellis, Hampton Court 2008. Photo: Marcus Harpur“Gardens are not made by sitting in the shade” Rudyard Kipling
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Summer came in a rush of 

‘flower’ shows, although it has to 

be said, they are turning out to 

be not so much about flowers, as 

about great design by new and 

established designers. On the 

first, very rainy, day of Hampton 

Court, photographer Marcus 

Harpur and critic Tim Richardson prowled around the Conceptual 

Gardens trying to get an ‘angle’ on what they were all about –  

you can see the results for yourself on page 16. SGD members 

were again amongst the medals, but one member, Catherine 

Heatherington, was further afield, travelling instead to Sweden  

to see her own winning design come to fruition (page 36). 

Travelling and working (or combining both) offers the best 

opportunity to use a camera, but what to do with the images back at 

the computer? I am delighted that Amanda d’Arcy – a former RHS 

Photographer of the Year and an expert in fine art photography – is 

giving us the benefit of her experience. With her step-by-step guide 

to digital processing you can’t go wrong (page 32). 

Now is the time to register for the SGD’s Autumn Conference 

which has a great line up of international speakers – find all the 

details on page 44. And, as many new students will be joining the 

ranks of the SGD in the next few months, I would like to offer a 

warm welcome to any new readers starting off on their garden 

design journey. We hope the Journal will offer you camaraderie, 

information and most of all, ideas.

Jackie Bennett, Editor (gdj@jppublishing.co.uk)
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Permeable paths  
are the way to go

Green Room by Sarah Eberle

Transforming upright surfaces: 
Trachelospernum jasminoides  
adorns a shed wall

Cool designs  
for hot gardens


